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a master of occult lore. This may be largely accounted for by
his association with the Magi, long recognized as adepts. But
the classical notices of the Prophet suggest something more;
and it is good that we should be able to base our conceptions
on something more reliable than the claim of the Magian clan
to have produced the great leader whose doctrines they took
under their charge. It was really a dim remembrance of
actual truth that had been preserved. Zarathushtra, as we
read him to-day, is the founder of Apocalyptic, a literary genre
which was destined to take a very prominent place in the late
Jewish and early Christian writings. Vision of a future lying
wholly in the spiritual world was so characteristic of him that
we can readily undei stand its preservation as a note of his
personality where all details of his teaching had disappeared.
The Magi, who were astrologers and diviners of dreams, easily
attached themselves to this, which was really very different ;
and the popular etymology by which the .second clement in
Zarathushtra's name was supposed to mean ' star' heightened
the association A great sage, skilled in ' white magic' and
gifted with powers of insight into futurity, was naturally sup-
posed also to have had special relations with Deity. The
legend of his goddess bride and entertainment at the table of
a supreme deity, which seems to lie behind the mysterious
passage at the end of the Fourth Eclogue of Virgil, answers to
the stories of his colloquies with Ahura Mazdah, so prominent
in the Later Avesta, and the miraculous generation of the
Saoshyants. They were a very easy effort in myth-making
when the Magian priests sought to expound and enforce the
fact of the Prophet's intimate knowledge of the Future and ot
the will of God. The birth of the Saoshyants is even more
obviously explicable. In the Gathas, Zarathushtra is evidently
penetiated with a powerful conviction that the Renovation, to
preach which was his divine call, would come within his life-
tirpe, and he himself would with his faithful helpers have the
privilege of bringing it in. They would accordingly be
SaoshyantSj' men that are to deliver' the world. But when